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Victim of the extortionist hitchhiker: “’I was
called ‘bony rock’”

Two of the dozens of drivers who are alleged to have been victims of Mali
Zarjan's blackmail are pleased with her arrest - but still have trouble
overcoming the image damage and the arrest experience for suspected rape

Raanan Ben Tzur Posted: 15.01.10, 16:59

“It caused us tremendous mental, economic and image damage.” This is how
two men concluded their relationship with Mali Zarihan, a 25-year-old young
woman from Raanana who was arrested on suspicion of extorting dozens of
drivers . Suspects are suspected of being rides and then threatening drivers
to file a rape complaint against them unless they give them money or drive
him to the place they requested.

"l was thrown into a detention cell. | cried and shouted there, because |
really didn't understand how I got into this situation - without doing anything
wrong," says Ronen Cohen of Moshav Ganot, who fell victim to Zaryan's
actions. He stopped her about three months ago, when she was standing
near the ravine gate. "l saw a blonde girl and | immediately stopped. She
asked to go to Gush Dan, and on the way we talked," Cohen said, adding:
"We concluded that we would stop at my house and spend time together.
She showered with me, and then we went to the restaurant.

Upon their return, he says, the two drank to rent and then hugged each
other.

But starting from that point, things started to deteriorate. "She asked us to
quit and that's what we did. | felt weird tiredness because she seemed to put
a sleeping pill in my drink. Then | was vague, but | could hear her screaming"
Save "and telling the police she was raped



Zarhanh in the extension of her arrest yesterday. Refusal to rape (Photo:
Ido Erez)

Police soon arrived at the seat, knocking between the doors of the houses in
an attempt to locate the "rapist". "l opened the door to them and they said |
was suspected of raping the young woman," said Cohen, adding: "l was
arrested and taken to Rishon Lezion station. The investigation was fair and |
denied her allegations of rape. She refused to undergo rape, which turned on
ared light for the researchers."

Cohen was in custody until his release the next morning. When he returned
to his home, he noticed that the young woman had stolen property worth
thousands of shekels. At the same time, he felt that the impact of the
incident on his image was far worse than the financial damage. "Talking and
staring at the residents in a very difficult seat. For them | was a rapist.
Another absurdity was about a month ago, when a police officer stopped me
for a check, and after checking on the computer, told me | was a rape
suspect. Next to me sat a friend who was panic-stricken. In a false complaint
filed against me

M, a resident of Ein Rafa near Mevaseret Zion, stopped his vehicle late at
night on leaving Jerusalem. "She said she was depressed because her
boyfriend left her. We exchanged phone numbers to check she was fine to
the north, where she said she was traveling," he said, adding: "Since that
night, she called me many times and finally, after two weeks, | met with her



Friend. When we were about to say goodbye, she would not leave the vehicle
and demanded that | drive her north. | refused, and she left. "

Relations with the company deteriorated,
the villagers teased

Hours later, M.'s phone rang. On the line was his brother, who told him
police had come to his house and searched for him, on suspicion of raping a
girl. "l didn't understand what happened. | rushed to the Harel police and
saw her sitting there crying. The cops jumped at me and arrested me. During
the interrogation, | denied any sexual contact with her, but the next day |
extended my arrest in court. | was held for three days for nothing until | was
released on bail." , He concluded painfully.

However, even in this case, M. suffered many of the consequences of the
case for his environment. "The family and friends supported me and didn't
believe | was raped, but in the village the picture was different, and the
residents treated me like Lance and also called me 'Benny Sela.' | have a
girlfriend, and my relationship with her has deteriorated since it all
happened.”

Yesterday, the Kfar Saba Magistrate's Court extended Zaryan's arrest by five
days. M. and Ronen were informed of this, and expressed satisfaction with
the investigation of the affair. "" It's very good that this happened. One
should not release one that destroys people and families. We are calmer
now, when she is caught and there is evidence that the plot is upon us, “they
said.

Suspicions against Zaryan were revealed after the Kfar Saba Police Chief, Rafi
and Kenin Police, came across her complaint of being raped and stealing a
purse containing NIS 2,000. "When | examined the complaint, | recalled two
similar incidents she was complaining about. | checked the police computer
and then found out that there were dozens of her complaints against men,



whom she allegedly blackmailed, and who did not give in to blackmail - found
himself suspected of rape.



